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When you focus on a place,
you do everything differently.





“If you plan for cars and traffic…
you get more cars and traffic..”





A study of three generations of 9 year olds found 

that over a recent 20 year period, the radius 

around the home that children were allowed to 

play had sunken almost 90%.

Richard Louv



“If you plan for people and places…
you get more people and places.”



If you plan for design and development…

you get design and development.



Guggenheim Museum – Bilbao, Spain



“I don’t do context” --Frank Gehry









“It is not enough to seek the beauty 
of design. More precious still is the service we 

offer to another kind of beauty: people’s quality of 
life, their adaptation to the environment, encounter, 

and mutual assistance.”
”

- Pope Francis



We shape our public spaces, thereafter our public spaces shape us. 

–adapted from Winston Churchill



















Community attachment is overwhelmingly driven by just three 
things:
1. Opportunities for social engagement (fun things to do)
2. Openness to all kinds of people (welcoming places) 
3. Aesthetics (beauty)

Communities with the highest percentage of people with a strong 
emotional connection to their town had the highest local GDP 
growth rates over time.’



Soul of the Community Study

Study by the Knight Foundation and Gallup on attachment to 
communities:

• Jobs, schools, economic standards were found not to 
correlate with attachment

• Qualities of place (openness, opportunities for social 
engagement and aesthetics) are also the qualities that lead to 
attachment.

• Attachment lead to higher growth, entrepreneurship levels, 
etc.



What is Placemaking?



Placemaking is..

A collaborative process by which we can 
shape our public realm in order to maximize 

(locally defined) shared value.

Strengthening the connection between 
people and the places they share.



A global movement that inspires people to 
collectively reimagine and reinvent their 

public spaces as the heart of every 
community. 

WHAT IS PLACEMAKING?







A series of 3 conferences leading up to 
Habitat III

1600 people
100 countries



“We’re creating a global movement to 
shape spaces into places”

Cecilia Martinez, UN Habitat



“Cities are not built forms, they are social forms. We must 
design from social life, not for it.” -Fran Tonkiss



POWER OF 10+
HOW CITIES TRANSFORM THROUGH PLACEMAKING



10+ MAJOR DESTINATIONS

CITY/REGION

++



10+ PLACES TO GO

DESTINATION

++



10+ THINGS TO DO
LAYERED TO CREATE SYNERGY

PLACE

++



6. Sit and relax

1. Read the paper

8. Take a break 

from a bike ride

3. Learn about 

upcoming events

2. Window shopping 

for books

4. Go inside!

10. Have a 

conversation

7. Read someone 

else’s book

5. Walk

9. Pet a dog

Slow Places - The Power of 10



PROJECT FOR PUBLIC SPACES











Street Typology (Brunswick, ME)





It takes a place to create a community, 
and a community to create a place.



Source: Sunshine Coast Council (adapted)

PLACE

Eco Dev Design SafetyMaintenance Recreation Events

New 
conversation

OR 
collaborative 

accountability

Current 
conversation

OR
siloed

accountability





At the Core of a Downtown Renaissance

CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT



Compuware 
Building

Detroit Medical 
Center

Wayne State 
University

Eastern 
MarketM1 Rail

Waterfront

TECHTOWN

DTE 
Energy

College for Creative 
Studies

M@dison 
Building

American Lightweight
Manufacturing Innovation 
Institute

Blue Cross
Blue Shield
of Michigan



Detroit before CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT

circa 1917







CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT

circa 2000

source: Downtown Detroit Partnership













Create energetic anchors of activity 
in key dynamic locations that have a critical mass

Make it a “movable feast” 
through pop-ups and mobile management teams

Get life on the “streets/sidewalks” 
make public spaces  vibrant and attractive, encourage walking and biking

Bring the inside out 
highlight local institutions & businesses, visually exciting ground floors and 
corners that pop-out

Use Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper
make things happen quickly, put new places on the map

STRATEGY FOR IMPLEMENTATION







Detroit: Campus Martius / Cadillac Square





CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT
TODAY

source: Downtown Detroit Partnership



CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT
TODAY

source: Downtown Detroit Partnership









EAT DINNER/LUNCH

FIND SOME SHADE

HAVE A DRINK

MEET A FRIEND

DANCE

WATCH THE FOUNTAINS
CATCH A SHOW

LOUNGE IN THE SUN

PLAY IN THE SAND

POWER OF 10+



























PROJECT-DRIVEN 
PROCESS



PLACEMAKING 
PROCESS



Placemaking in Central Detroit

– December 2011

Peaches ‘n Green Produce Store

Central Detroit Christian
CDC





Harvest festival -
the idea









The New Clubhouse

After





Theatres/
Museums

Malls

Social 
Services

Retail

LibrariesSchools

Parks Community
Centers

City Hall

Churches
Hotels

COMMUNITIES TODAY



City Hall Community
Centers

Theatres/
Museums

Transit
Social 

Services

Retail

Libraries

Schools

Civic Squares 
Community Gathering

Spaces/Markets

Churches

Hotels

COMMUNITIES OF THE FUTURE



9
5The Revitalization of Downtown Flint, MI

Brown Sugar Cafe

First Street Lofts

Community 
Foundation Building

Rowe Building

Genesys Urban 
Health Center

Riverfront Center

Blackstones

Wade Trim Building
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6Flint Farmers’ Market, Flint, MI
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Downtown Health District @ Flint Farmers’ Market, Flint, MI
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Flint Farmers’ Market, Flint, MI
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Spread out the strongest vendors, 
and encourage specialization. 



1
1
0Flint Farmers’ Market, Flint, MI
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1Flint Farmers’ Market, Flint, MI



1
1
2Flint Farmers’ Market, Flint, MI

The only market in America coupled 
with a pediatric wellness clinic



1
1
3

Market Relocation Impact

• 25 new permanent vendors 

• 300% increase in foot traffic in first year (270,000 visitors to 
750,000 in first year)

• Increase in the number of people employed by vendors from 75 
to 200 

• Proportion of patrons walking, biking, or taking bus to market 
increased from 4% (in 2011) to 21% in (2015) = enhanced food 
access for entire city

• Increase in direct sales from $4.9 million to nearly $14 million

Source: “Strengthening the core, improving access: Bringing healthy food  downtown via a farmers' market move,” Richard Casey Sadler, Division of Public Health, College of Human Medicine, Michigan State University.



A NEW URBAN PARADIGM

Where innovation and place are tightly bound, 

cities will strengthen and democratize their existing ecosystem of assets.



PLACE
INNOVATIO

N

While innovation is 

geographically intensifying 

and becoming more 

networked, 

achieving a nexus of 

innovation and place

magnifies these effects.



PLACE
INNOVATIO

N

Talent Attraction

Social Interactions

Partnerships

Urban Laboratory



COLLISIONABLE  ACTIVITIES

source:  “Boosting Tech Innovation Ecosystems in Cities,” The World Bank, 2015

Most innovators collaborate through informal relationships,

vibrant places help create and strengthen those connections.



SOCIAL DENSITY

A vibrant public realm acts like density, 

concentrating the social interactions

that drive innovation.



THE NEXUS:

Innovation Hubs 
Democratizing Innovation through Placemaking



INNOVATION HUBS
bring together innovation assets, place assets

and networking assets in one destination.



Meeting

Coworking

Eating

Testing

Drinking

Networking

Learning

Working

Visiting

Colliding

Caffeinating

Biking

Socializing





“ ”
Everyone has the right to live in a great 

place. More importantly, everyone has 

the right to contribute to making the 

place where they already live great.

Fred Kent



Vision

To make the spaces we live into places we love. 
Create a thriving, equitable, and sustainable 
world through the convergence of values, 

passion, and action around our public spaces.



“ ”
We’re creating a global movement to 

shape spaces 

into places.

Cecilia Martinez, UN Habitat



Mission

We are a global network of leaders who together 
will accelerate placemaking as a way to create 
healthy, inclusive, and beloved communities.



PlacemakingX is a network to 

accelerate placemaking for 

global impact.



PlacemakingX is a network to 

accelerate placemaking for global 

impact.



Placemaking Leadership Council

2000+ Members  

83+ Countries



Founding Senior Advisors



PlacemakingX is a network to 

accelerate placemaking for 

global impact.



How Does PlacemakingX Drive Change?

Advocate for Systemic Change
We make the case for placemaking by engaging with like-

minded movements and inspiring the hearts and minds of 

everyday citizens. We use a place-led focus to disrupt 

professional and bureaucratic silos that limit our 

communities. We develop and help implement models for 

community-powered governance, financing, and 

urbanization.

Advocate

for Systemic 

Change

Accelerate 

Impact 

Amplify 

the Placemaking 

Movement



How Does PlacemakingX Drive Change?

Amplify the Placemaking Movement
We expand the capacity of the placemaking movement by 

creating a platform to highlight its ideas, tools, events, projects, 

history, and members. We grow the impact of existing regional 

placemaking networks and incubate new ones.

Advocate

for Systemic 

Change

Amplify 

the Placemaking 

Movement

Accelerate 

Impact 



How Does PlacemakingX Drive Change?

Accelerate Impact
Together with the network we launch, partner, and lead 

PlacemakingX Campaigns for impact. PlacemakingX Campaigns 

include tactics such as demonstration projects, capacity building 

workshops, presentations, research, thought leadership, 

placemaking visions, convening, and more.

Advocate

for Systemic 

Change

Amplify 

the Placemaking 

Movement

Accelerate 

Impact 



How Does PlacemakingX Drive Change?



Transformative Agendas



EUROPE =



GLOBAL IMPACT 



2019 CHATTANOOGA
Placemaking Week

2019 LIMA
Placemaking Latinoamerica

2019 VALENCIA
Placemaking Week

2019 LONDON
Public Markets Conference

2018 MEXICO CITY
Placemaking Latinoamerica

2015 BARCELONA
Public Markets Conference

2018 NEW ORLEANS
Placemaking Conference

2013 DETROIT
Placemaking Leadership Council

2017 VALPARAISO
Placemaking Latinoamerica

2016 VANCOUVER
Placemaking Week

2014 PITTSBURGH
Placemaking Leadership 

Council

2014 BUENOS AIRES
Future of Places

2013 & 2015 STOCKHOLM
Future of Places

2018 AUCKLAND
Placemaking Conference

2017 NAIROBI
Placemaking Conference

2019 KUALA LUMPUR
Placemaking Week

2018 WUHAN
Placemaking Conference

2017 AMSTERDAM
Placemaking Week

2014 ADELAIDE
Future of Places

2014 DURBAN
Placemaking Conference






